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A Social History of Concubines in Egypt: The Case of Nafisa Khatun 
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This article portrays the life of Nafisa Khatun, a member of Egypt's social elite during the tumultuous period 
between the 18th and 19th centuries. Originally taken captive in the Caucus Mountains in Georgia, she was sold 
into slavery in Cairo’s slave market. After being a concubine, she would later become the wife to two of the 
most prominent Mamluk princes —Ali Bey "the Great" and Murad Bey—both of whom had wanted to rise to 
the throne of Egypt individually and secede completely from the Ottoman Empire. Nafisa Khatun's life story 
mirrored such larger narratives, as she eventually gained a high status within Mamluk society, becoming chief 
of the Mamiuk Harem and acquiring substantial real estate wealth, becoming one of the wealthiest women 
within the Mamluk elite. Her fate would take another turn for the worse, however, after Mohammed Ali Pasha 
consolidated his control of Egypt and began his efforts at annihilating the Mamluk caste, which culminated in 
the famous Cairo Citadel massacre of 1811. Nafisa Khatun, who lived only briefly after that event, was reduced 
to penury, illness and suffered loss of influence. This study uses the case study of Nafisa Khatun to understand 
the extent to which large social, economic and political changes impacted the lives of individuals who lived 
through them. Nafisa Khatun's life told the story of Egypt's historical transformation, before being changed by 
the challenges presented by the period of modernization, 
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38 Jean — Joël Brégeon, L'Égypte française au jour le jour 1798 — 1801 (Paris: Perrin 1991), p. 135. 


39 Mary Ann Fay, "The ties that bound: women and households in eighteenth- century Egypt", in Amira El Azhary Sonbol (ed.) Women, the Family and Divorce 
Laws in Islamic History (Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1996), p.172. 
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45  Merfat Hatem, "The Politics of sexuality and gender in segregated patriarchal systems: the case of eighteenth-century Egypt," Feminist studies, vol. 12, no. 2 
(summer 1986), pp. 250-274, 257. 
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53 Bonaparte, p. 117. 


102 


: & “éyaaill pc Juë jno Cné Grylgall (nelaïalll àyJlill 
GLulys ssh Bâgai"&ajall" ggils éuuoi 
IS LAS 


Le Gill Log "al SM" pe opel ul ppaill 5e (Je cuil eMrol GB Goo lg lang ui coll al (çil 
| 602,5 ill "AL on" 

Ai Cul Éf ag JM deuil old] cela LES 5e pute JUN JS Ji «Solo! psp 35ug duuis call ss, 
Lou La ai ll! cf Lis «(1787 -1786) La LéL quo des OÙ «JS (3e cale LS Les elgns jolis SA all de e2,55 18 cts 
Jisb L5 5jalill pl Q dus Gi els (JI last 15lé tälere plgef del 35 à lé oil small (JI sball aëoLe Gb spe les; 3 
JS dll age Aube lé ss mel Je Ji laage OS bn exil US à Los elles, 9 Lee Cd die elles 
LÉ call 315 pl Ll  lpuës  lis Leo 3589 8) 03e 45t esse ce LES! Bilans a GE dyguis jlode a 3 pas 
Cal 530 o5)dl hell Joss did 35 48 GS «ob EN éb olye png Gf EDS Ré Loop Cl puy ce Slysi olau) 
PEN EE Ji le cdbs ecalaulé, 556 JI JUL Jus Le 258 (abs Ni àgglt) sb 

WAR pes Class bu Clyxlgs 3e Le JIaBVT alex Leg Lolo 03325 Y ya è5 de di cul Jos «gl Lo 
aolë (1 dll laul s2 Lo agde cé 35 Le «(el) plyaN dSpue $ 050 55 cuis ue a dl QE ill slall quel es; 
la J} GS «culot Aéllle Quionlls All Saut seud JS éréll gacrell plée Jul pal Éf qui VUS dc ou 
abs Sa V Le all Jens 55 46 ble pe ob 80 pl NE SL SL. LS lg Los 32525 game dau 83 Alec AJ ay 


8») OÙ : SLY| 2e Mu OS a) gs Mol EX lo} (Gus » Xl Sybe Jyixe ä sa rép de , La ä Sillo 
En rêée Lexl ee ds AS'AI 8,5 rrsilse CS 9 cd OÙ L (Bis an) xl y sl ä culs lalaël dl lalaël Q° 
(gro cela) tree Sd} Je js Ÿ cdi oo JS" Lino Joëlle plB less ‘bol (5lès cool GS Jao5 ojxel 0 
Al" JS JA ol Los) Las ui SGEN Jadl lo, Gus, A Gyoul durse ge Cao elull 5yguall Je:SGs 
ae Mb sf Lüle paf z 355 L.] Lil coniss oies 8e e58vi Gi Cat GB elès LL] soul se cuslaol deb os er 
odlibis «late ble bail} LUE 369 caclbf Je on (chog cal f aip je Sf euoSe Je 15 09 lui àLcle dix sjs auf, Je 
EM QUI 2 5 ce cts de 

ES dll élus Gf" QI nés ve Sylg oadob ele 8 «ehall sl Lie (5e Clises Sglell jynaill late 55 lg 
me lyxlol BN E ge JS çpe 0369 b (uSl b pull pie ke à9) leSl (y JS 469 G8)n Lio He 3639 ay dl à 
web #14 ylmol dl coll st) re Lou a) 85Lal dre je SOU sl So 5» LTÉE G9) le | XeN| 5: Bo : RS 
(fau clio] Los O2 élés CRD dl Oo) 329 OU! 'elpeY] sl" 


al) gli olgal axe 139 xl] «(Gäxe) Ugo) &y%lo he exe «(1800-1801) Olal &B3s Gljl Sslast 8 Judo el ioliil belewl 54 
og [SL ,Modl" s 8all coul 5e Jogull Jill 8LEYT Ib pas g2 Loos 17 0 «(2003 <à5,4)l EU gel (olall agall 

Llul ce péyll des 8 lb less solo 85 jolis À couille lol less He Lies are les çS él Ldlun J Léi lens el Legs 3 Lay 335 55 
HE a Gyol ds ess, Luls JV Ve cod 83 cu les VI « Loue ce ge gs Je HSlSUI Gouin Cl ces dclue gloss 
700 3€ 0 VIe bre « red il LU Colle dut Coll 9 Le dousle uascä)l 48 ll] cv Uno." "ObsV van I] sel) pate de Es 


12 40 63€ dub a>yll 56 


13 412 0 «3g cd al 57 
58 Bonaparte, p. 117. 


35 «32 424 «23 (0 6 pui a] 8% Zu JD «GxAll 59 
32 0 «dd a>yll 60 


103 


té 
2015 pli / enilill ggils a) 1 soall 
JS 


OSTOUR 


périls mail of LT (I ge ëpall pole au déle OS Sgloll 3 Log Je JHSVI desc as O8 45e 
Li psarl as Je Solalls JS GE aatll ins (3 NL OS y 4659 ll 356 lgslos dus Gall Je SN 
ol pla) (JL à &Sglell #1 dus Gi che 45, 4lg yall 3 coul pla Ge LUI 40 929 de à Sylig Halo ae 
Jet cl N tel als copodl 32ÿ ont sloj GS CHEN Ta lie lg sacrée et respectée axes due cols (3,8) 
dell ed à ous de éd Ge allé lol (yo else SLSlall Slagull caSes LS cle W Je Le (ses 
ouled &sall eue cg tail jèles 4 ccelss of das V] dus cul dolso «dos Su à tal de, LS cas &b sl, Gi 
eg ySuall glhall ls ge oil GS lu) 59 1 aËs Lage «(Sglall pa y>dl 6 de x Jus 9 “(Des dispositions pacifiques 
Je Je pi" ébjloll AU 8pgutll gl dal Lo 325 dual legal] 3 Las 43 sgelismul se lis 


piles VS Hole lie lobull lu Ley> olall (3e is plis OS9 céselil ja ëlel,e 525 (oui iuodl Gf isole 
Lies Role pe BEM dus ds cul bb ae 5 ul dosie lie O5 él all el 83513 gui Vs get 
oies pol Je os oasoul ose pol Je cel ny 45395 VE (50 aiSaus «blu 3ludl Lu gll à ge Lelozsl Las 
jee éd Lall Je JV cu gess cdège pol" RÉN élge Lans call Je oil aëo 4 I 41)Sie 3 lo .iadl 8ylol elel 
(63)n . 


D pljèl els déja OS «all aotll ge aloles GE ulul ae pli laissl lee" Sa ésgll" 8, ge loco Les (à 

PNG pal els ae 8569 I 55 og all its çpes dell oje dules (I AI &U5s colis 5 AI gerll lol sui 
Douocs 65)a0l clou LS Goase Jes codll "lé Gil 95" Le éplue LS (I Gayel sus OÙ djicll JET AT au JE 
Alle, del og 5e fs LI, Ses Vt assess cg 535 ue à pr pdl as db! ae sis 4] alles, cons 
ce J'en! JE 84 OÙ dll gl lee est (Sax) cola ax LS LÉ NL à sg 60600 SeJALN aus ya) 


(obus 8lhol ist Ulue Las Lulus (of (5e Mu Lane aie 65 LS s ST LE el so 


ol gl lait SAT 2, N ges El JM scpâliéee calole does Ad] à ele sell oig) AUS colelinul go a po 

Jo 5 «lie que jai Gp ie ds cd ge pgleleS (5e ge Jelll 65 yolalls il Gusÿss ce cdliol dSçne (3 lol 
À 5 5! (1800 le / 51) At 8, 5,95 48 5 Le 2e «li Lelalg M5 és los elres 038 ce dé les all lys i" 
Slgulll ge ce HE ce 485 ea dless cndy9 ec ll Vlad! ge ess OU Slouodl (yloadl pe cpu Le vx 
Lao Jedi Le pit lé «ul pla sl Le alé cpu Lg cul be) ge de DISs «Peu ll Giodl LL le 
Qi Ne Age deja aber dile dès Lu] 5] Jill as 5] chslnuls sos cl lou els ee 6 se (9 Dugua 


61 Bonaparte, p.118, 153 — 154. 
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63 Bonaparte, p. 117. 
64 "Bonaparte à Zoulfiqar, Commissaire turc prés le Divan, no. 3896 (24 Janvier 1799)", in Correspondance de Napoleon 1er, Vol. V, p. 276. 
65 Vincennes , B 6 21: Poussielgue à Dugua, le 3 floréal an VII (22 avril 1799), Dugua à al Bakri, le 3 floréal an VII (22 avril 1799). 
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Anderson, À, À Journal of the forces which sailed from the Downs in April 1800 , on a secret expedition under the command of Picot (London, 1802), p. 337. 


68 "Vincennes, B 6 42: Fourier à Kléber, le 23 ventôse an VIII (14 mars 1800)", in M.François Rousseau, Kléber et Menou en Égypte depuis le départ de 
Bonaparte (août 1799 — septembre 1801) (Paris: A. Picard, 1900), p. 252. 
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